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Abstract

The main features of XML include (1) rigorous structure and extensibility (2)
separated  processing of content, structure schema, and display (3)
platform-independency, high portability (4) easy to be applied in e.commerce (5) be
the Meta-language of other applications. Nowadays, alot of applications based on
XML are varied among some professional fields, e.g.,, MathML for scientific
publication, SMIL for multimedia authoring, SVG for vector diagram drawing, and



XHTML for Web page publication In the future, XML incorporated with the mobile
devices such as PDA's, palm-top computers, in-car computers, cellular phones, pagers,
etc., will construct a mobile information service environment which can access the
Internet at anywhere and anytime. In this study, some representative technologies of
electronic document, such as RTF, postscript, PDF, SGML and HTML, were
discussed to revea their merits and shortcomings. Moreover, XML was compared
with the previous technologies such that its characteristics and potentials could be
explored. Also, the possibletrend of presentation technology of electronic publication
was discussed.
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