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Alas, how terrible is wisdom when it brings no profit to the man that’s wise!
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Now is the time for him to run with a stronger foot than Pegasus for the child of
Zeus leaps in arms upon him with fire and the lightning bolt, and terribly close on
his heels are the Fates that never miss. (443-4)
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track him down, the unknown murderer. In the savage forests he lurks and in the
caverns like the mountain bull. He is sad and lonely, and lonely his feet that carry
him far from the navel of earth, but its prophecies, ever living, flutter around his
head. (444)
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Perhaps it was a sudden gust of anger that forced that insult from him, and no
judgment. (444)
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l, at Ieast I was not born with such a frantic yearning to be a king-but to do what
kings do. And so it is with every one who has learned wisdom and self-control.
(446)
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I am no treason lover, of my nature, nor would | ever dare to join a plot. Prove what
| say. Go to the oracle at Pytho and inquire about the answers, if they are as | told
you. (446)
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To throw away an honest friend is, as it were, to throw your life away, which a man
loves the best. In time you will know all with certainty; time is the only test of
honest men, one day is space enough to know a rogue. (446)
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His words are wise, king if one fears to fall. Those who are quick of temper are not
safe.
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When he that plots against me secretly moves quickly, I must quickly counterplot.
If I wait taking no decisive measure his business will be done, and mine be spoiled.
(446)
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Creon I too have some share in the city; it is not yours alone.
Chorus: Stop, my lord! Here-and in the nick of time | see Jocasta coming from the
house; with her help lay the quarrel that now stirs you. (446)
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For shame! Why have you raised this foolish squabbling brawl? Are you not
ashamed to air your private griefs when the country’s sick? (446)
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| see you sulk in yielding and you’re dangerous when you are out of temper;
natures like yours are justly heaviest for themselves to bear. (448)

AR SRR S PRI £, LRI
PO BRI SRR I Eﬂ'JWOwwmﬁ' 28
[21 =5 | Leave me alone! Take yourself off, I tell you. ; Creon it :

I’ll go, you have not known me, but they have, and they have known my innocence.
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There was some misconceived suspicion of a story, and on the other side the sting
of injustice.

Jocasta: So, on both sides?

Chorus: Yes.
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Tell me, my lord, I beg of you, what was it that roused your anger so?
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Creon says that I’m the murderer of Laius.
Jocasta: Of his own knowledge or on information?
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He sent this rascal prophet to me, since he keeps his own mouth clean of any guilt.

9@kl Creon I Teiresias 7Y » #Hi ¥ F Creon Vi 'J“J"EJ% > #[f Jocasta fifF: 1
%,gg =1k prophet Frss i Jﬁﬂ, Pl = () S k@A 7= - e [iY prophecies
T#@ﬁowﬁz

Do not concern yourself about this matter; listen to me and learn that human beings

have no part in the craft of prophecy. Of that I’ll show you a short proof. There was

an oracle once that came to Laius, --1 will not say that it was Phoebus’s own,
Phoebus HiffLfm i kit
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B
but it was from his servants and it told him that it was fate that he should die a
victim at the hands of his own son, a son to be born of Laius and me. But, see now,
he, the king, was killed by foreign highway robbers at a place where there roads
meet-so goes the story; and for the son--before three days were out after his birth
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King Laius pierced his ankles and by the hands of others cast him forth upon a
pathless hillside. So Apollo failed to fulfill his oracle to the son, that he should Kill
his father, and to Laius also proved false in that the thing he feared, death at his
son’s hands, never came to pass. So clear in this case were the oracles, so clear and
false. Give them no heed, I say: he shows to us himself. (448)
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O dear Jocasta, as | hear this from you, there comes upon me a wandering of the
soul-I could run mad.
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O God, I think I have called curses on myself in ignorance.

FIRE Y P PRI N R - MR R HWEQ@W 2L OE]

iﬁz‘?Jocasta ﬂ“thqu%ﬂ*‘ng FIpu— [l servant > — |ﬁ 15 = S S Nk [T E IJ#
it ff]}d I B tzﬁbﬂ“jtj E'E'(ﬁ "t ryll L™ Bl 3l o 3. Filivé“ * ,E.f’ shepherd - %[} Oedlpus
TR F - fold® il shepherd » S fl=p=r }’WF}HHF ’ zﬁzﬁfﬂﬁ%iaz‘? pINES
Owwﬁﬁdwgﬂwyw P9 o T sy B2 ] SRR - ﬁ&%ﬁw
Ly SaliStee== Eﬁ.?‘iif[[;ﬁ'/“ PV BN R SRR R ST AR AR -
S iME £ 451 Fr oo J[Jﬁz{lﬁ; i

Antistrophe: Insolence breeds the tyrant, insolence if it is glutted with a surfeit,
unseasonable, unprofitable, climbs to the rooftop and plunges sheer down to the
ruin that must be, and there its feet are no service.
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If a man walks with haughtiness of hand or word and gives no heed to justice and
the shrines of Gods despises-may an evil doom smite him for his ill-starred pride of
heart |
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Why should man fear since chance is all in all for him, and he can clearly foreknow
nothing? Best to live lightly, as one can, unthinkingly. As to your mother’s marriage
bed,-don’t fear it. Before this, in dreams too, as well as oracles, many a man has
lain with his own mother. But he to whom such things are nothing bears his life
most easily. (458)
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O Oedipus, God help you! God keep you from the knowledge of who you are.
lﬁf[ﬁfﬁéﬁ % Jocasta = HUE FIRERLEPRV,~" > PpiliRssf a3t " Oedipus » 7 @?Elﬂ*]“”jj
far s T%léﬂpiﬁr”aﬁﬁ% o | 461 F1 1181 (%
Oedipus : Break out what will! | at least shall be willing to see my ancestry, though
humble. Perhaps she is ashamed of my low birth, for she has all a woman’s
high-flown pride. But I account myself a child of Fortune, beneficent Fortune,
and | shall not be dishonored. She’s the mother from whom | spring; the months,
my brothers, marked me, now as small, and now again as mighty. Such is my
breeding, and I shall never prove so false to it, as not to find the secret of my birth.
(461)
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Episode 4 (11 1208-1300)
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Oedipus: O, O, O, they will all come, all come out clearly! Light of the sun, let me
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look upon you no more after today! | who first saw the light bred of a match
accursed, and accursed in my living with them 1 lived with , cursed in my killing.
Fﬁ,ﬁsﬁ@ﬁ}ﬁ%ﬂs s RLRL 2 SR SRR AR 1 (952 1 Light of the sun, let me look upon
you no more after today! S AT » 4 I v B B o MR RIe
P » P L ol oy » JRLEE T e paEo:
I who first saw the light bred of a match accursed, and accursed in my living with
them | lived with, cursed in my Killing.
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Exodos (Il 1342-1656) 5 gf

B S E”?”fl » Chorus & =55 1+ — EF' » 470 1

Chorus: You that live in my ancestral Thebes, behold this Oedipus,- him who
knew the famous riddles and was a man most masterful; not a citizen who did not
look with envy on his lot- see him now and see the breakers of misfortune swallow
him! Look upon that last day always. Count no mortal happy till he has passed the
final limit of his life secure from pain. (470)
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B 3 [ (VR 5 SRR 5 3
Aristotle’s definition of Tragedy
B Tragedy is the imitation of an action
that is serious
and also having magnitude, complete in itself;
in language with pleasurable accessories, each kind
brought in separately in the parts of the work;
in a dramatic, not in a narrative form;
with incidents arousing pity and fear,
B wherewith to accomplish its catharsis of such emotions.
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