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A Study on Romance Reading of Female Adolescent Students

Tzu-Hsing Wen

Abstract

Romance reading is very common in female adolescents’ everyday life;
however, as aresearch field, it receives less attention from scholars.
Though there are some related romance studies and reports about
pornographic romance in newspapers and magazines, few of them are
reader-centered or written from readers’ perspective and their interpretation
of romances. Female adolescent students are the main readers and
consumers of romance. Therefore, chances are teachers will find his’her
students reading romances. Paradoxically, there are few documents and
studies available for these teachers to comprehend his/her students' reading
behavior. For this reason, female adolescent students' romance reading
will be the focus of thisthesis.

The approach in this study employed is reader-centered, which stresses
the voice of female adolescent students in order for researchersto
understand how they read, to probe into how romance reading shape their
subculture, and to dig out their understanding and interpretation of the texts
through their own statements.  With the understanding of female adol escent
readers and the description of reading situation, this thesis may provide solid
research description and suggestion for gender education, and some
counseling and teaching references for teachers.

This study was conducted in Chai-Uing vocational school, and eight
students with the habit of reading romances were recruited respectively from
Lavender Class and Violet Class. The data-gathering method was focus
group interview.



The conclusions of thisthesis are as follows:

1. For female adolescent student readers, the essential meanings of romance
reading lie in multiple satisfactions

2. Romance reading of female adolescent student readers reflected a
gendered reading culture

3. Thedichotomy of “mature v.s. childish” and gendered discipline lead to
the opposition between adults and romance readers

4. The early disappearance of introspection

5. Readers life experiences and prior knowledge will affect their receiving
of and identifying with the gender information in romances

6. Resistance within adaptation: readers incline to make female-favorable
and —beneficial interpretation

The following are suggestions drawn from conclusions above:

1. Suggestions for gender equity education

a. For educators, actual reading experiences are both necessary and
important.

b. Constructing afemale-student-reader-friendly intervening situation
is significant.

c. Discussions of gender information with female adolescent students
to enlarge their abilities of self-judgment should be increased.

d. Education should include boys and girls, readers and non-readers.

2. Suggestions for thereafter researches
a. Female adolescent culture and romance research is afield awaited to
be exploited urgently.



b. Incumbent teachers can study romance readers through
action-research approach.
c. Text-analysis and reader-research may be combined.

Keywords: gender equity education, female reading, romance
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