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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to investigate the role and prospects of educational researchin
educational policy making. Four parts are covered. First, the interactive relationship
between educational research and policy making in western countries since 1960s are
explored. Second, different models are used to analyze the relationship between
educational research and policy making. It is expected that the aforementioned
analyses will break the myth of the linear relationship between research and policy.
Influenced by the postmodernism, the role of teachersin educational research and
policy needs to be adjusted, which isthe main point in the third part. Finaly, several
prospects of educational research are raised. They include that educational research
should move from quantitative dominated to the combinative utilization of qualitative
and quantitative approach; teachers should transform their role from implementing
policy to engaging with policy; the system of educational research and devel opment

should have a good design and planning.
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