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Children, young sons and daughters of old Cadmus, why do you sit here with your

! Sophocles, Oedipus the King, form Copper et al eds, Prentice Hall Literature: World Masterpieces (New
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996), 429-473.
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suppliant crowns? The town is heavy with a mingled burden of sounds and smells,
of groans and hymns and incense; I did not think it fit that | should here of this
from messengers but came myself, (443, 1l 1-6)
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A blight is on the fruitful plants of the earth, A blight is on the cattle in the fields, a
blight is on our women that no children are born to them; a God that carries fire, a
deadly pestilence, is on our town, strikes us and spares not, and the house of
Cadmus is emptied of its people while black Death grows rich in groaning and
lamentation. (434, 1126-33)
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We have not come as suppliants to this alter because we thought of you as of a God,
but rather judging you the first of men in all the chances of this life and when we
mortals have to do with more than man. You came and by your coming saved our
city, freed us from tribute which we paid of old to the Sphinx, cruel singer. (434)
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| pity you, children. You have come full of longing, but I have known the story
before you told it only too well. I know you are all sick, yet there is not one of you,
sick though you are, that is as sick as myself. (434)
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I will tell you, then, what I heard from God. King Phoebus (Apollo) in plain
words commanded us to drive out a pollution from our land, pollution grown
ingrained within the land; drive it out, said the god, not cherish it, till it’s past cure.
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this were he not helped with money from the city, money and treachery?) 348 messenger [y
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Episode 1 (11231-525)

B 4. Oedipus and Teiresias
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Let me go home. It will be easiest for us both to bear our several destinies to the
end if you will follow my advice. (440, 1l 348-351)
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Teiresias Fi: “I say that with those you love best you live in foulest shame unconsciously
and do not see where you are in calamity.”
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Since you have taunted me with being blind, here is my word for you. You have
your eyes but see not where you are in sin, nor where you live, nor whom you live
with. Do you know who your parents are? (442, Il 465-9)
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