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Reading Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Book Three
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The House of Cadmus
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] 1. The House of Agenor and the descendents of Cadmus in Thebes
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The Story of Cadmus
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Threatening exile as a punishment
For failure, in that single action showing
Devotion toward his daughter, toward his son
Harsh wickedness. (57)
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“In lonely lands there will come to meet you
A heifer, one who has never worn the yoke
Nor drawn the curve of the plough. Follow the creature
Till she lies down to rest, and there establish
The city walls, and call the land Boeotia.”(57)
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For libation

To Jove, he ordered serving-men to go

Find living water for the sacrifice (58)
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., and there a serpent
Sacred to Mars, was dwelling. His crest was gold,
His eyes flashed fire, his body swelled with poison;
Three darting tongues he had, three rows of teeth. (58)
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For shield, he had a lion’s skin, for weapon,
A lance with shining point of steel, a javelin,
And, his best armor, a courageous spirit. (59)
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A voice was heard, coming from where, he knew not,
But he could hear it saying: “Why, O Cadmus,
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Stare at the serpent slain? You also, some day,
Will be a serpent for mortal men to stare at.” (60)
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ﬁ‘?ﬂ' 3. The End of Cadmus,

Q%ﬂ 2. Cadmus killed the serpent,
B4, 11562-604

B3, 1119-50, 88-123
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® “The End of Cadmus,” Ovid, Metamorphoses, Book Four, Translated by Rolfe Humphries, (Bloomington:
Indiana UP, 1955) pp99~100.

® f=geApollodorusfivThe Library of Greek Mythologyfiifir » 77 (857 )po i (< iLffi “Spartoi” (sown men).
“No sooner were they sown than fully armed men sprang up from the earth, who were called the Spartoi. They
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That was the city Thebes, and now the exile

Might seem a happy man. Venus and Mars

Were parents of his bride - and there were children

Who turned out well, and children of the children,

Grown to maturity. But always, always,

A man must wait the final day, and no man

Should ever be called happy before burial. (61)
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killed one another, some entering into conflict deliberately, and some out of ignorance.” Apollodorus, The
Library of Greek Mythology, Translated by Robin Hard (New York: Oxford UP, 1997), p100.
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But always, always,

A man must wait the final day, and no man

Should ever be called happy before burial.
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" Sophocles, Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone. The Complete Greek Tragedies, Volume 11
(Chicago & London: The U of Chicago P, 1991)

¢ Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces (New York: Princeton UP, 1968) 2™ edition. (T EEE)
IR (T A o 2 86) ¢
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The Story of Actaeon
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In the story

You will find Actaeon guiltless; put the blame

On luck, not crime: what crime is there in error? (64)
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[ﬁ' 7. Francesco Albani, Diana and Actaeon  1625-30
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The Story of Tiresias
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The Story of Echo and Narcissus
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By chance Narcissus

Lost track of his companion, started calling

“Is anybody here?” and “Here!” said Echo.

He looked around in wonderment, called louder

“Come to me!” “Come to me!” came back the answer.

He looked behind him, and saw one coming;

“Why do you run from me?” and heard his question

Repeated in the woods. “Let us get together!”

There was nothing Echo would ever say more gladly,

“Let us get together!”” And, to help her words,

Out of the woods she came, with arms all ready

To fling around his neck. But he retreated:

“Keep your hand off,” he cried, “and do not touch me!

I would die before I give you a chance at me.” (69)
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qgﬂ' 8. John William Waterhouse, Narcissus and Echo,1903
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The Story of Pentheus and Bacchus
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Setting of the

Encountering

Forbidden Seeing

Transformation.

Ironical Reversal,

or Retribution

For |

ibation to Jove, he

ordered men to find

He killed the Serpent

1. The teeth of the serpent gives
birth to warriors who kill each

other, and only five survive with

1. The destroyer of serpent was

turned into a serpent.

fresh water in an _ the help of Athena. (The birth of
Cadmus ] with spear. (The serpent 2. The gazer (of the Serpent)
ancient forest. He ) the Spartan. The birth of
is sacred to Mars.) was gazed by other (as
encountered the Serpent family-conflict.)
serpent).
at a cave. 2. Both Cadmus and Harmonia
--> serpents
A secret grotto with \oyeur the bath of The hunter was hunted by his
Actaeon ] -->a dappled hide
pool. Diana hounds.
She saw Zeus in
person. (She was set up Semele was the gazed one. She
) --> She who burns with desire is
Semele by Hero for being a wanted to be the gazer in the
] burned by what she sees..
rival to the queen of love affair.
Heaven.)
Bacchus -->fragmentation-->rebirth-->god
Twice, he saw two 1. He changed sex twice.
] The judge was judged.
o snakes mating, and 2. blindness (as Hera's
Tiresias |Inagreen wood "The umpires are always
struck them from each |punishment) + insight (as Zeus's
blind."
other. compensation)
. . A self-lover, who adored his
] Obsessed with his own |-->drown himself and turned into
Narcissus [In a wood, by a pool ) own sight, became a flower (as
self image a flower.
a mere sight of the other).
) A talkative speaker became the
She saw Zeus's affair
Echo In a wood ) --> "echo" voice of the other (echo=
but did not told Hera
imitating sound).
. ] -->mistaken as a boor
He saw the Dionysian
] ] -->deformation /An unbeliever was frightened
Pentheus (In a wood mysteries with

uninitiated eyes.

His deformation is contrast of

Bacchus's deformation.

by what he saw.
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