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A Political-Economy Analysis of Cross-border Drug Transactions and
Cooperation in Fighting Drug Trafficking in East Asia
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This study examines the complex dynamics of cross-border drug trafficking in East
Asia and evaluates regional cooperation efforts to combat this persistent
transnational crime. Through a political-economy lens, the research analyzes the
production, distribution, and consumption patterns of illicit drugs, with a focus on
methamphetamine and ketamine, which have seen significant increases in recent
years. The study investigates how transnational criminal organizations adapt to law
enforcement efforts and exploit porous borders, shifting trafficking routes, and
economic disparities among countries in the region.
The analysis draws on data from United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
reports, ASEAN documents, and other relevant sources to map drug flows, assess the
economic impact of the illicit drug trade, and evaluate the effectiveness of regional
counter-narcotics initiatives. Special attention is given to the role of the Golden
Triangle, changing production methods, and the increasing use of maritime routes
for large shipments.
Keywords: East Asian drug trafficking, transnational organized crime, regional

security cooperation, alternative development programs, law enforcement
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BRI S AE T AR B - Bl R — (BRI RV EOR At & %
FEAE BRI IR GO A AR E S PR A A S - AR T - Bl
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TR E T BRI e Ry R B f KU AR » "L T Le R REAE B A0 48
HJMEE (International Narcotics Control Board , 2011) o

BRI R E RS - BT REEEE RS - N AR LU R &EEME
HIRRIEE KBS - A5 Ry AE FIAE B 18 P LAY R 2R ] A o RIS A2 e e 1 24/ MR
& (Morris, 2012; International Narcotics Control Board , 2011)

fg e i M A SR A F et Y 35 on B S (L T U7 iy e T R - Ry a EE
FIFFEHE 7 (International Narcotics Control Board , 2011; UNODC, 2023d) °

N~ BEGTE
R A RGEE F S an R RS B M - M B T S RIS i 2k S [
FTRETHRE - 2800 > @E W TEttS )] - IsElE (Fh iR E AP -
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R ER
SR T L 1T 25 TR R AR A R it 2 T B2 3 M [ Y AR 5 /& 8 (Sundram, 2024) -

1. RipFELEBSHNE R (ASOD) : ASOD H 1984 FHAMAHE(E » HALME TIE/]N
GHORE > ERERAETEDIEE ~ JBEAERR ~ Bk - TSR -

2. 2016-2025 FHfreErtE R ZIEEEYIREN T ETE] - ZaTast Stk
TTEBG ~ ok~ JARERIEE - IFR DU S RATHRES -
3. MG E 0 (ASEAN-NARCO) : 7% HLERILY 2014 4F - (R E R
M E L ZFFHROR - SUEAREEE LS NEEENEERE -
4. HHHGRERHESIR(AAITF) @ BEREERCIZRY 2011 4F > STEINsEAIERE
Z RS E LA E S TE -

5. FRIESTEE TIE/INE © 5% TAE/ NI 2015 4 EEGFTEE B EEE
AN H o RE o

6. PRI FmEUHIAEES(ADMN) © FEAEES 7> A R R B LB L e ~ 7R
KA RS & -

7. HippEmalEE EREHAMMD) - AR EIEgR®oE T " R E S
(drug-free ASEAN aspiration) 7 78 DL S A BEAR RS HUS- AV IR <

5 SR T U SR BT A RS DT HY T AR T8RS - BFERUE ~ THIT ~ VA

TSI ETE - %A1 ARkRY SR E R B oo M AR M > B 3 an S ik 4a el

oK 7 M (Sahu, 2023) -

BEHLENE
bR T SR E AR /N > B B BB S E T SRR S R - DUIIEEFT

AR Y4 E(Sundram, 2024; Sahu, 2023) :

1. SEOBIRLIMLAT) | 3P iR =2 T 5 AL RS > DU #ESE o
FRACSERVES IR I B RIEESTT - 2t fREVE S BIRES 35 SR R (L B 2 A
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2. SIERREY © ik BB [HIVEE S B A B IR S & A A im
FRER SRk =] AR 0 B iR R T e s DA B L IR (EAAE
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3. BIEE4EEE (BLOs) - BRI OD SR 120 (@ BLO> DANIs&ESEE S ERIE
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4. =AEFET) - AN B EERGN  HZEFHREFET - IR
HEEYE T E RfIEBEEL T EA—IE - S E TR BeEE
BRI E i 52K -

5. EERO{ER - T RWEZE ST T HEINEHFNREASENEE G - §
W FEFGE T T —THE B - fTRMBER RNk EEE) -
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B RN LB R T T R E AV ERS fRAt T A S MBS &1

P - P R TR B E R T AR IE SR B RS DR PR » (5 B RE S ES T
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1. AFHBEAN: /g F2E 8RN BRI LEE SR § RS Em R
FEFIA RN - PHBE T SRR A4S PR EE 58 A A Tl -

2. FEAVERRG R © RERAAEESHEIUI RN R ST AR - 5
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6. JUSEAHERAVRISNENEL - NG REAETERERE L - HIFEHI LSS -
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7 SEHk R T R R D~ o RS A RS AR R R e R SR R BE B e B

SR E T -

t - ERTSRERHY T
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2. JUSREENVEIEN: - @ER ARIENEETE)  AHBUIREE R T
BAHVEIERE ST - P IR E I EE A - WROERR R ZoTiE -
AR EERER -
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E o
4. A FETETR ¢ SRR AT F NS A R F 2K - (B AR E IR EAT
» EFRUERE SIS RCPRE
5. FrildEanE L T REEK R TRE R | S B G R d e Y R
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BRI ER » (AT ARG T ) BN RS S N RS
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mEH G ERHEME AR A E HaZ B A B E AR EE O E R
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{HH#EE 48 H A~ —%(Larney and Dolan, 2008) -
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e B DRSS - TR AT
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ZR BRI ERAE (AL PR B SEAEAE 4 B YA [NE 73 (UNODC, n.d. (b)) °

RT3 Jeg 5 1Y R #2222 22 B 75 (UNODC, n.d. (c); UNODC, 2002; GIZ,
2020; GIZ, 2013) :
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5. NBRER AR T BB A T R 3T L SRy
BT -
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