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ABSTRACT

With the WTO failure to proceed with the Doha Round and the further stall of multilateral negotiations since the begining of the 2007 crisis, many countries are resorting to bilateral agreements as a substitute in the search for trade liberalization.

MAnby of the bilateral agreements try to go beyond trade into other areas, with the special case of Foreign Direc Investment, which has been impossible to extensively liberalize in the multilateral frameworks of the OECD and the WTO.

The European union has shown great interest in negotiate and close ties with the dynamic ASEAN countries given its perceived disadvantage vis a vis other developed economies in the region. Investment has seemed to be a high priority in the approach of the EU, first to ASEAN as a whole, then to indivdual countries.

In this paper we analyze the FDI flowing into ASEAN and the role that EU plays in it, in order to understand the real position of Europe in the region and its recent evolution and prospects.
