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The ‘shape’ or the structural integrity of Southeast Asia has long been formed by two viewpoints. For some scholars it is merely a construct necessitated by Cold War strategists and for other scholars, its existence was as natural as the ‘flow of life’, which guided its trade patterns and movement amongst its varied populations. Southeast Asia has been a rich site of scholarship for many generations of researchers but remains an enigma as it refuses to fit into any definitive framework for it to be ‘imagined’ as a whole. The doyen of Southeast Asian history John Smail once argued that if the ‘autonomous histories’ Southeast Asian countries were to be freed from the colonial perspective, then perhaps the region could be seen more as a whole. 
However, in many Southeast Asian countries, the metanarrative of the new post-colonial state has come to dominate, leaving behind ‘silences’ in the telling of Southeast Asian history. As part of its efforts in prioritising a particular discourse, governments in the region have relied heavily on history education. These governments have also put in place repressive legislations which restrict free speech and orality, maintaining that only ‘written history’ is ‘true’ history. 

Nonetheless, there has been a recent upsurge in ‘hidden narratives’ contesting and challenging the hold many Southeast Asian governments have had on the interpretation of history. Thus, in my paper I will highlight region wide efforts in the telling of ‘hidden narratives’ based on oral accounts which undermine the state’s stranglehold on the ‘truth’. I will showcase examples from East Timor, Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia to highlight how marginalised groups have utilized the language of human rights and especially of ‘truth and reconciliation’ to create a space from which to regain their agency. Many human rights issues in Southeast Asia has stemmed from this inability of peripheral groups to ‘speak’ and as such I believe my paper will provide a basis from which we can understand why the region now is undergoing major changes in its demand for ‘historical justice’. While using Southeast Asian countries as a case study, my paper will also have implications for settings outside the region as well expanding our understanding of post-conflict democratization processes in general. 
