Conference Proposal
Islamic Parties, Islamic Radicals and Democratization

in Indonesia

The aim of my paper is to analyze the impact of Islamic parties’ policies toward radical Islamic groups on democratic transition in Indonesia. My hypothesis is the policy of Islamic parties over Islamic radicals can cause horizontal conflict and even disintegration in Indonesia. I chose Islam and democratization because Islam is religion of Indonesia majority. Beside, Islam has also had significant influence in political history of Indonesia. 
This paper will be divided into two parts. Firstly, it will discuss about the concept of democracy then it continues with the second part to discuss about the main topic of this paper, the impact of Islamic parties’ policies toward radical Islamic groups on democratic transition in Indonesia. 
Dankwart Rustow’s theory of democratization will be my theoretical framework. Rustow says  national unity is the background condition for democratic transition. He defined national unity as “the vast majority of citizens in a democracy-to-be must have no doubt or mental reservation as to which political community they belong to.”
 National unity influences the result of democratic transition. If a crisis of national unity occurred and nation cannot solve it in democratic manner, the outcome is the fail of democracy merged with repression of the minority group or civil war. The formation of national unity is unique in every nation. Every nation has its own time and way to build national unity. For example Japan and Sweden have had their national unity since prehistoric times, while others such as France just gain it centuries ago or Turkey since decades ago. Furthermore, geographic situation, intensification of social communication, the legacy of dynastic or administrative process of unification, or others can be the determinant factors creating national unity. The best national unity is when it is accepted by the people without question or is taken for granted.
 

According to Rustow, there are 3 phases of democratic transition. It starts with preparatory phase. This phase is “characterized by a political struggle leading to the breakdown of the nondemocratic regime.”
  Then, it continues with decision phase. In this second phase a “clear cut elements of democratic order are established.”
 Finally, the consolidation phase “where the new democracy is further developed and, eventually, democratic practices become an established part of the political culture.”
 The formation of national unity sometime can be overlap with these phases. For example, the formation of national unity in India began later after she had started the preparatory phase.
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